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Press Release  
 
 
OETTINGER DAVIDOFF AG OPENS NEWLY-CONSTRUCTED BUILDING 

FOR HEAD OFFICE ON NAUENSTRASSE IN BASEL 

 
Basel, 25th October 2017 – Today, Oettinger Davidoff AG has opened Maison Davidoff at 

73 Nauenstrasse in Basel. The newly constructed building and head office of the Basel-

based family-run business Oettinger Davidoff AG is replacing the company's 1930 building 

on the same site. The old building, which had previously been remodelled several times, 

had served the company well for over 85 years. With the completion of the construction 

work, which lasted two years, from April 2015 to July 2017, approximately 160 employees 

will be working in the new Maison Davidoff.  

 

Beat Hauenstein, CEO at Oettinger Davidoff AG, says: "Today, I am proud to officially open 

the Maison Davidoff here, in the heart of Basel. I would like to thank our wonderful 

colleagues and partner companies, who have worked with so much passion on this project 

right up to the very last minute. Today's official opening not only represents a milestone in 

the history of our company, but Maison Davidoff is also a magnificent gift from the owners, 

and after two years of construction we can finally move in. It's a joyous and happy 

homecoming. The new building will encourage inter-divisional collaboration and will 

promote creativity, productivity and innovation, which will be crucially important for the 

successful global growth of our cigar business."  

 

Designed by Diener & Diener, Maison Davidoff fits into the Basel cityscape in a way that is 

modern and natural. With the newly constructed building, open, communicative 

workspaces and reception rooms have been built on seven floors with an area of 7,667 m2 

(SIA 416). Working areas are complemented with showrooms, the most modern of cigar 

lounges, a cafeteria, and a car parking area with 24 spaces.  

 

"With the expressive load-bearing external supports, we wanted to create a building that 

would reflect the bustling work that goes on inside Davidoff. Like a choir, the supports line 

the office levels and become part of the tectonics, the poetics of the artisanal construction. 

The external design is aimed at passers-by and is set against the anonymity of the large 

thoroughfare," says Roger Diener.  

 

Maison Davidoff has been designed as a multi-storey, elongated hall with a penthouse, 

which runs along the street and then swings around the corner of the plot. Its memorable 

shape takes this simple, basic form from the vivid contours and arrangement of its 
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prefabricated load-bearing supports, made from glazed reinforced concrete. The round 

concrete supports are tapered at the top and bottom, and are thus reminiscent of the 

popular torpedo shape of a cigar. The bulbous shafts and the space between the columns 

give the transparent façade an all-round structure.  

 

The interior was designed by Lassoudry Architects GmbH to evoke a sense of well-being 

in the daily working environment, but also to exude that typical Caribbean feeling of warmth 

and authenticity, which is reflected in Davidoff's motto: Time Beautifully Filled . As visual 

internal highlights, the modern walk-in humidor and the cigar lounges are invariably 

reminiscent of the tropical origin of the cigar in the Dominican Republic, where a large part 

of Davidoff's production and workforce is located.  

 

Artworks on the various floors, created by artists from the Davidoff Art Initiative, are 

intended to reflect the basic values of the Swiss company: Respect for nature, the 

preservation of traditional methods in the cultivation of premium tobacco and cigar 

production, as well as reflection on the cultural artistic heritage and contemporary art scene 

in the Caribbean.  

 

Maison Davidoff in a nutshell  

• Start of construction in April 2015, completion of construction in July 2017  

• Area: 7,667 m2 (SIA 416)  

• Floors: 7  

• Maison Davidoff has been built according to the Swiss Minergie standard, and has 

been certified accordingly  

• Modern office infrastructure, walk-in humidor, cafeteria and cigar lounges  

 

Thank you to Maison Davidoff's partners  

Architectural office:  Diener & Diener, Basel, Switzerland  

Building contractor:  Steiner AG, Basel, Switzerland  

Lighting:   Lighting fixtures by Modular, Paris, France  

Office furniture:  Lista, Basel, Switzerland  

Bruynzeel, Panningen, The Netherlands  

Humidor furniture:  Arno, Wolfschlugen, Germany  

Interior design:   Lassoudry Architects GmbH, Basel, Switzerland  

Landscaping:  August + Margrith Künzel Landschaftsarchitekten AG, Binningen, 

Switzerland 
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Furniture and decoration: Walter Knoll, Herrenberg, Germany  

Decoration:      Vitra, Weil am Rhein, Germany  

 

About Oettinger Davidoff AG  

Oettinger Davidoff AG with sales of over half a billion Swiss francs and 3,600 employees 

around the world, traces its roots back to 1875 and remains family-owned to this day. The 

company is dedicated to the business of producing, marketing, distributing and retailing 

premium-branded cigars, tobacco products and accessories. The premium-branded cigar 

business includes Davidoff, AVO, Camacho, Cusano, Griffin’s, Private Stock, Zino and Zino 

Platinum. Oettinger Davidoff AG is also the sole agent of many brands in several countries 

such as Haribo in Switzerland and S.T. Dupont in the USA. Its business is anchored in a 

strong “crop-to-shop” philosophy, having pursued vertical integration from the tobacco 

fields in the Dominican Republic, Honduras and Nicaragua to its worldwide network of over 

75 Davidoff Flagship Stores that complement a network of strong Appointed Merchants 

around the world.  

 

About Diener & Diener Architekten, Basel/Berlin  

The architectural practice's first residential units in Kleinbasel and St. Alban-Tal, in the 

sensitive historical context of Basel's Rheinufer, involved the development of building types 

in connection with the architectural history of the city and modernity. The architects were 

continually exploring the redefinition of building types, including in the university building in 

Malmö and the Mémorial de la Shoah in Drancy, northeast of Paris. Among the practice's 

urban development project designs is the restructuring of industrial areas, such as the 

Warteck brewery site in Basel, the Zurich Maag site, and the main Dräger factory in Lübeck.  

The new head office for the Baloise Group in Basel (currently under construction), the 

Forum 3 on the Novartis Campus in Basel, the laboratory building on the Novartis Campus 

in Shanghai, the headquarters of Swiss Re, at Mythenquai in Zurich, and Maison Davidoff 

on Nauenstrasse in Basel, all stand for engagement with modern workplaces in office and 

research buildings.  

 

"The House and the City", the area of tension between historic and new buildings in the 

European city, was also theoretically reflected upon by Diener & Diener as a fundamental 

theme in urban development and architecture. This was underscored not least by the 

projects to enhance historic buildings, including the Swiss Embassy in Berlin, the City 

Museum in Aarau, and the east wing of the Museum of Natural History in Berlin, for which 

Diener & Diener received the DAM Award for Architecture in 2011.  
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In 1980, four years after he joined the Marcus Diener Architect's practice, which opened in 

Basel in 1942, Roger Diener founded the architecture firm Diener & Diener Architekten. 

Roger Diener has been running the practice together with Terese Erngaard (Berlin), 

Michael Roth and Andreas Rüedi since 2011. Diener & Diener employ 75 architects of 

different nationalities in Basel and Berlin.  

 
 
For further information:  
 
OETTINGER DAVIDOFF AG  
Melanie Büscher  
Senior Manager for Media Relations & PR  
Nauenstrasse 73  
CH-4002 Basel, Switzerland  
Tel. +41 58 219 36 24  
media@oettingerdavidoff.com  
oettingerdavidoff.com  
davidoff.com | @Davidoff_Cigars | facebook.com/DavidoffCigars1911  
 
 
DIENER & DIENER ARCHITEKTEN  
Isabel Halene  
Henric Petri-Strasse 22  
Postfach, CH-4010 Basel  
Tel. +41 61 270 41 32  
Fax +41 61 270 41 00  
isabel.halene@dienerdiener.ch 

 


